Creative Writing: Writing a Short Story

Name __________________________
Date ________

Finally. It’s time to begin putting the pieces together to write your first complete, polished short story.  You have absolute freedom for this assignment, as long as your piece demonstrates significant thought and effort. Due dates below. Ongoing due dates (workshop, drafts, etc.) will be rolled out soon. 
What Are Your Goals for the Story?

To decide what your goals are, consider the following skills and concepts you’ve already learned:

Vignette:

· using sensory details

· showing, not telling

Character Sketch:

· crafting a complete, believable character:

· key physical details, such as posture or a particular piece of clothing

· habits, idiosyncracies, desires, regrets

Dialogue:

· the tension between re-creating how “real” people talk, vs. making the dialogue flow well for the reader

· creating a subtext: what are the characters really thinking/feeling?

Plot:

· the plot arch: Exposition, Conflict builds, Climax, Denouement/Resolution

· all stories have at least one conflict that drives the action:

· internal conflict (person vs. self)

· external conflict (person vs. person, person vs. society, person vs. nature)

Perspective and Narrative: ways of telling the story

· 1st person, 2nd person, 3rd person

· playing with tense (past, present, past perfect, etc.)

Then, consider the following questions:

1) What makes a good story? Take a look at your notes and decide which elements are most important to you. 

2) Which of the above skills do you want to demonstrate in your story? How will you know if you’ve been successful in doing so?
3) How do you want to go about working on the story? In other words, what should your writing process be like? (Ex: I used class time effectively, keeping side conversations to a minimum. OR I used writing workshop feedback to revise my piece. )
4) What else do you hope that your story will accomplish? (Ex: My story will leave the reader thinking about….)
Short Story Set Up

· Work Group- You’ve seen how helpful it is to get feedback on your work from your classmates. Throughout this project, you’ll work with a small group to get and give feedback, and to generally support each other in the writing process. Each week, you’ll have a quick check-in with this group to talk about where you are in the story and what you’re struggling with.
· Writing Workshop- You’ll workshop your piece with your work group three times during the writing process. Twice while the story is in progress, and a final time when you’ve finished the story and are revising.
· Computers- Many other classes need the computers during A and B block, so we won’t always have access to computers. As a result, you’ll need to keep careful track of your hand-written portions so that you don’t lose your story. On computer days, you’ll type up the hand-written portions, continue writing, and then print the new draft at the end of the period.
· Work Time- We all work differently. Some of us can sit down for 90 minutes and just write. Others can write for 30 minutes, then need to get up, stretch, decompress. You’ll need to figure out what writing process works for you; to help you do this, I’ll ask you to reflect not only on what you’re writing, but how you’re going about the writing process.
· Respecting the Freedom- I want to accommodate your writing process; in return, I expect that you won’t abuse the freedom by working on other homework, using devices, taking wandering (i.e. bathroom) breaks, etc. 
· Respecting Other Writers- I also expect that you won’t interfere with anyone else’s writing process by talking above a whisper during work time. Please choose seating wisely—you (and I) know whom you can sit next to without getting off track.
Upcoming due dates: Early draft check: Thursday, November 14th, 2014
FINAL DRAFT & SELF-EVALUATION DUE: Tuesday, December 4th. 2014
(THE WEEK BEFORE the end of Q2, so I can grade and return before FINALS WEEK)
40% of Quarter Two Grade 
